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remote from the center of Russian power that it
could be neither enjoyed nor protected. As Na-
poleon in 1803 preferred to see Louisiana in the
hands of the United States rather than in those cf
his rival England, so Russia preferred Alaska tc
fall to the United States rather than to Canada
especially as she could by peaceful cession obtain
money into the bargain.

Seward was delighted with the opportunity, but
diplomatically concealed his satisfaction and bar-
gained closely. Stoeckl asked ten million dollars;
Seward offered five. Stoeckl proposed to split the
difference; Seward agreed, if Stoeckl would knock
off the odd half million. Stoeckl accepted, on con-
dition that Seward add two hundred thousand as
special compensation to the Russian American Com-
pany. It was midnight of the 29th of March when
$7,200,000 was made the price. Seward roused
Sumner from bed, and the three worked upon the
form of a treaty until four o'clock in the morning.
No captains of industry could show greater decision.

The treaty, however, was not yet a fact. The
Senate must approve, and its approval could not
be taken for granted. The temper of the majority
of Americans toward expansion had changed. The
experiences of the later fifties had caused many to